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What are Salmonella and Salmonel-
losis?

Salmonellosis is an infection with bacte-
ria called Sa/monella. People get salmo-
nellosis by ingesting Sa/monella germs.
These germs can be found in the feces
of many different animals such as rep-
tiles, amphibians, rodents, live poultry
and others or in the areas where these
animals live and roam. These germs can
also be found in water in tanks or
aquaria where certain animals like turtles
or water frogs live.

What are the symptoms of salmo-
nellosis in people?

Persons infected with Salmonella de-
velop diarrhea, fever, and abdominal
cramps 12-72 hours after infection. The
illness usually lasts 4-7 days, and most
persons recover without treatment.
However the illness can be serious, even
fatal, in some people. Children under 5
years of age, the elderly, and people
with weakened immune systems are at
higher risk for salmonellosis and may de-
velop more severe illness.

TIPS FOR SAFETY

After you touch your pets
or anything in the area
where they live and roam,
WASH YOUR HANDS!!

DON'T let children younger
than 5 years, the elderly,
and people with weakened
immune systems handle or
touch feeder rodents, rep-
tiles, amphibians or baby
fowl.

Don't snuggle or kiss,
touch your mouth, eat or
drink around reptiles, am-
phibians or baby fowl.

Thoroughly clean and dis-
infect all surfaces that
come in contact with
feeder rodents.

Use designated, separate
kitchen utensils when pre-
paring feeder rodents or
when feeding them to your
pet reptile. Clean and dis-
infect those utensils after
each use.
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What are FEEDER RODENTS??
Feeder rodents are mice and
rats—both frozen and live—
used to feed some reptiles,
such as certain snakes and liz-
ards, as well as some amphibi-
ans such as “pacman” frogs.

Feeder rodents fed to some
reptiles or amphibians can be
sources of Sal/monella infec-
tion for people.

Freezing does not kill Sa/mo-
nella, so both frozen and live
feeder rodents can be con-
taminated. Some companies
may irradiate packages of fro-
zen feeder rodents to lower
the risk of Salmonella con-
tamination.




